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Jaguar XKR 450 Typhoon
Old cat gets tenth life with Racing Green modifications

verywhere you go, you catch 
people running their eyes 
over this dark, pebble-smooth 
XKR. Low-slung and slightly 
menacing on its glinting, 
deep-dished alloys, it’s how 
the XK might have looked 

when Jaguar’s stylists flourished their marker pens 
and came up with the original XK concept over a 
decade ago. In fact, this handsome limited-edition 
model is a final hurrah for the XK which will soon 
be replaced by the all-new model. Badged the 
450 Typhoon, it has been created by Surrey-based 
Racing Green Cars, and just 20 will be built. 

The Typhoon’s subtle bodykit and wide alloys are 
sourced from Arden, the long-established German 
Jaguar enhancer, for whom Racing Green is the 
sole UK agent. It also features lowered, stiffened 
suspension and a power upgrade that is said to lift 
the output of the XKR’s supercharged 4.2-litre V8 
from 400 to 450bhp. 

Twist the key and the V8 catches and throbs with 
a heavy but cultured rumble that’s deeper, louder 
and more inspiring than the standard car’s. Engine 
mods run to increased boost pressure, a new 
exhaust, sports air filter, remapped management 
and revised intercooling.  

At first glance, the interior appears standard, but 
closer inspection reveals there are some small but 
significant additions, including button switches on 
the back of the steering wheel. Press the ‘Sport’ 
switch on the centre console and you can use these 
buttons to cycle manually through the ratios of the 
six-speed auto; there’s a red LED gear indicator 
nestled between the sunken dials which very neatly 
wears a matching aluminium bezel.  

There are two further switches in this car, lent by 
generous owner Andrew Smith. The first increases 
steering weight over the standard set-up by 
reducing assistance. The second isn’t part of the 
Typhoon package but can be supplied by Racing 
Green and activates a water/methanol injection 

E
system that helps keep the engine cool and thus 
maintain its performance when, say, the XKR is 
running at sustained high speeds. 

There’s certainly an uplift in performance with 
the Typhoon conversion, though the shove of the 
standard car was hardly lacking. The greater 
thrust doesn’t quite breach the tipping point where 
acceleration goes from neck-straining to head- 
spinning but the Typhoon certainly feels more 
determined, especially into three figures. The dry 
whine of the supercharger still penetrates the cabin 
but it’s now underscored by a satisfying, deep, bassy 
throb. Having easy manual control of the gears feels 
good, too, and if you do find the sudden need for 
maximum acceleration, kickdown will override your 
selection. Otherwise, once you’ve pressed the Sport 
button you are fully in charge of upshifts, as the 
engine limiter will remind you.  

After a couple of tries I decided that the weightier 
steering mode didn’t really enhance the driving 
experience, being simply too heavy. The Typhoon is a 
more sporting drive anyhow with the firmer, shorter 
springs and the steering wheel gear selection.  

Despite appearances, the fat, split-rim alloys are 
re-shod with the tyres from the XKR’s original 20in 
alloys. Even so, a firmer edge to the handling is felt 
almost immediately. You’re much more aware of 
the quality of the road surface passing beneath the 
wheels but the new spring rates feel well chosen. 
There’s still plenty of absorbency – the Typhoon 
never becomes crashy around town – and the extra 
stiffness pays dividends at higher speeds, with more 
tightly controlled roll and pitch. The set-up does 
seem to reveal the standard XK’s ultimate lack 
of structural rigidity, most notably in long, bumpy 
sweeps. It’s about as firm as you could take the 
chassis without getting into body bracing, and about 
as far as you’d want to go without losing too much of Subtle bodykit, big alloys and lowered suspension enhance XKR’s looks; supercharged V8 re-worked for 450bhp, sounds great  
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Handsome, well-judged package
Handsome price, new XK imminent

  evo RATING   

Engine V8, 4196cc, supercharged
Max power 450bhp @ 6100rpm
Max torque 450lb ft @ 3500rpm (estimate)
Top speed 155mph (limited) 
0-60mph 5.0sec (estimate)
Basic price See text
On sale Now (Chas Whitaker, 01252 544888)

Specification
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VW Golf GTI Morego 250
ased on the outskirts of 
Brackley, Morego is a relatively 
new name in the tuning game, 
but don’t be fooled. Morego, you 
see, hails from the Dave Brodie 

stable, and if ever there was a man who knows 
about these things it’s Brodie. He has decades 
of re-engineering experience to fall back on, 
and reckons the 250 recalibration has turned 
the Golf GTI into one of his favourite road cars 
– quite a statement from a man used to racing 
500bhp Sierra Cosworths.

The conversion is straightforward in that it 
includes only a new stainless steel exhaust and 
a custom-mapped chip, but the performance 
gains are impressive. Power rises to 252bhp at 
5600rpm, while torque climbs to a hearty 269lb 
ft at 2800rpm, representing a healthy 30 per cent 
increase over the stock GTI. Squeeze the throttle 
in any gear, at any speed, and the Morego 
lunges forward with the kind of aggressive surge 
that takes you slightly by surprise. Response 
is always instantaneous – just a millimetre of 
pedal travel is enough for the torque to swell 
and the Golf to leap forward. 

Three different throttle response maps are 
available and this car has the most hard-hitting 
option fitted. We reckon it’s spot-on. It gives the 
Golf a much more attacking nature and, when 
combined with the DSG gearbox fitted to this 
demo car, it’s hard to resist the urge to drive 
flat-out everywhere. Flick the right-hand paddle 
and each urgent upshift is accompanied by a 
satisfying whump! from the new twin tailpipes, 
while the rate of acceleration continues 
undiminished, even deep into three figures. 

It says a lot about the Golf’s chassis that it 
transmits all that power to the road while still 
sporting the standard 17-inch rims. Switch out 
ESP and with a heavy right foot on a slippery 
road it’ll easily spin up the inside front tyre, 
but exercise a little restraint or wait until it’s 
dry and the 250 bites impressively hard and 
fires itself out of the tightest of turns. Grip is an 
appropriate match for the grunt, allowing you 
to get stuck into some very rapid, and smooth, 
cross-country travel.

It’s not solely down to VW though. Morego 
has had a hand in it too, fitting its ‘Power Grip’ 
suspension kit, which lowers the ride height 
by 10mm and adds 1.75 degrees of negative 
camber to the standard Golf’s more neutral 
stance. Somewhat unexpectedly, the ride is 
still more supple than the standard car on the 

optional 18-inch wheels, soaking up mid-corner 
bumps without breaking its stride; it just gets on 
with the job of going fast.  

On the road the steering reaction is similar to 
that of the regular GTI, but on track turn-in is 
notably sharper, making it easier to hustle the 
Golf towards the apex and carry more speed, 
even on cold, damp tarmac. Conditions at the 
Bedford Autodrome were too poor to record any 
meaningful data, but we expect it would improve 
considerably on the GTI’s time both in the turns 
and down the straights. 

Morego offers cover for the components 
affected by the conversion for £150 per year. The 
chip and exhaust cost a grand (give or take 5p) 
fully fitted, while the suspension kit is a further 
£495. We reckon it’s money well spent. Further 
details can be found at www.morego.co.uk 

Roger Green

Keenly priced 252bhp upgrade electrifies the Golf

B

 >>>

Hunky 20in split-rim alloys (top) re-shod with XKR’s original 
tyres. Auto gearshift can be controlled by steering wheel 
buttons; gear indicator (above) nestles between original dials  

the XKR’s everyday, long-distance comfort. Racing 
Green offers the package on the convertible XK but I 
can’t imagine it works as well. 

The Typhoon has appeal, then; handsome, a 
little more energetic, well judged dynamically and 
offering more driver control and involvement. It’ll 
be a rare sight, too, not least because the upgrade 
costs a fraction under £18K. Add a brand new XKR 
and you’re up to £78K. That’s a lot, but with the new 
XK just around the corner, there’s no way you’d pay 
£60K for an old XKR. Racing Green reckons it can 
supply a new XKR and convert it to 450 Typhoon 
spec for a fraction under £70K, and will also convert 
a low-mileage pre-owned car. Still too rich for you? 
There’s always the ‘400 Tempest’ which foregoes 
the engine conversion, full exhaust and button shift 
and costs closer to £60K. That still might seem 
a lot for a car that’s about to be superseded but 
there’s no denying its head-turning abilities. As ever, 
exclusivity has its price.

John Barker

Huge punch, chassis keeps up
Severely tests your self-restraint

  evo RATING   

Engine In-line 4-cyl, 1984cc, 16v, turbo
Max power 252bhp @ 5600rpm
Max torque 269lb ft @ 2800rpm
Top speed 155mph (estimate) 
0-60mph 6.0sec (estimate)
Price Exhaust and chip £1000, fitted
On sale Now

Specification

Above: Morego is an offshoot from BBR GTi Engineering, 
250 refers to the 252bhp conversion on the Golf engine
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